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satisfaction, the gratification of some desire or of
some aversion. Now, if the criminal is assured
beforehand that his purpose will be achieved, but
that it may entail upon him unpleasant consequences,
he will not as human nature is constituted, be much
deterred from the action he contemplates. Fie
will take the risk. When the risk of suffering un-
pleasant consequences is not great, he will certainly
take the risk. When the risk is considerable, lie will
still be inclined to take it, for the gratification that he
gains by the crime is certain, and the punishment
he may suffer is uncertain. . . . The habitual
criminal in the higher ranks of crime, the forger, the
coiner, the breaker of jewellers' safes, the accom-
plished swindler, in short the professional criminal
as we may call him, is by nature a gambler. It:
is his delight to run risks and to gamble on chances.*1

How far are we definitely encouraging a like gamb-
ling attitude towards sin and its consequences by
teaching, under whatever guise, indiscriminate
physical or material retribution which experience
shews is only sometimes meted out us a penalty for
sin ? For let: us be clear upon the point that when
we have given a lesson, as we call it, upon one of the
subjects in the calamitous list of Bible stories already
noted, there is always covertly or openly revealed
wagging its tail throughout or at the end, the appli-
cation : That is what will happen to you if you do
things of that kind ! But soon the pupil learns that
will equals may in the moral; and from the number
of times he gets off scatheless it is well worth while
gambling upon the chance of escape.

We thus fail because we have not put spiritual